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SMACROTRENDS FW26 INTRODUCTION

This forecasting report is based on innovative LIVETREND Data and the expertise of Trend Analysts. 

The trends in this report are organized by their magnitude and impact. Find the relating icons & stamps on the last slides.

 FW26: DARK HISTORY
Dark History taps into a collective pull toward shadow, stillness, and the spectral. In a world flooded with hyper-clarity and 
constant visibility, it turns toward twilight—where figures blur, silence deepens, and imagination begins. It reawakens the 

beauty of shadow creatures, cloaked rituals, and veiled intentions. This is a space where stories breathe in the dark—unrus-
hed, unpolished, and full of tension. The return of darkness is not regression, but reclamation. In embracing the eerie and the 
uncanny, this mood o�ers emotional depth and narrative richness. We are no longer afraid of the unknown—we crave it. Lay-

ers, lace, and lived-in silhouettes become protective spellwork; storytelling becomes resistance. In a culture obsessed with 
speed and surface, Dark History o�ers refuge in detail, symbolism, and atmosphere.This shift is crucial because it reframes 

darkness not as danger, but as meaning. It gives us a space to question, to wonder, to remember. It’s not about costume—it’s 
about legacy. Not spectacle—but myth
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STILLWATER  DIARIES

PRE-COFFEE

BUCOLIC
SLUMBER

POST-NATURE
NOMADIC WHISPER

SHADOWS OF THE LAND

PRIMAL 
FUTURISM

RE-HISTORICAL
SANCTUM

SHADOW CIRCUIT

DARK 
HISTORY

LAVISH 
SUBVERSION

BOURGEOIS REBELS
ENCHANTED EVERYDAY 

VELVET HOUR

MACROTRENDS FW26 OVERVIEW
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@inalevystudio 5.png

SANCTUM
DARK HISTORY

“Sanctum” is a study in contrasts—where 
spiritual quiet meets rebellious grit, and delicate 
nostalgia collides with raw defiance. At its core, 
the trend explores the sacred space of the self, 
but not without tension. This is where devotional 
dressing intersects with moto-boho edge—a new 
kind of modern mysticism where the demure 

maiden isn’t soft-spoken, she’s steel-willed.

The mood is intimate, tactile, and layered. 
Historical lace, blush chi�ons, and handcrafted 
guipure are paired with cracked leathers, 
hardware accents, and grounded silhouettes. 
Imagine a romantic relic in a biker jacket, 
a cloistered soul with dirt under her nails. 
It’s pilgrim meets punk, prairie meets post-
apocalypse. Accessories—lace armwear, lace-
up boots, oversized collars—add drama without 

sacrificing restraint.

This clash of worlds reflects a broader cultural 
desire to reclaim both vulnerability and 
toughness. In uncertain times, “Sanctum” 
becomes a space of protective softness—where 
beauty is worn like armor, and modesty is radical. 
It’s about reinterpreting tradition through a 
subversive, bohemian lens. A wardrobe for the 
poetic outsider, the wild romantic, the quiet 
revolutionary—who finds power not in spectacle, 
but in the layered depth of contrast, ritual, and 

emotion.

pinterest inspo17.jpg

@lukeedwardhall7.png

DEMURE +750% MOTO BOHO +530%
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@fannyamandanilsson14.png

@inspolias6.png

chloe 7.jpg

@chylak.bags 8.png

pinterest predicts.jpeg

@chemena 3.png

@lenabadri.jpg

goawaycomeback.jpeg

SANCTUM MOOD

 DRAMATIC AUSTERITY - SANCTUM - GOTHIC FUTURISM - UNWRITTEN OATH - POETIC DEFIANCE - QUIET EPOCH 

VICTORIAN DISRUPTORS - MEMOIR MODE - DEVOTIONAL DRESSING - MDOERN PILGRIM  - LACE RELICS
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SSANCTUM COLORPALETTE

The Sanctum color palette is a quiet symphony of muted depth and tactile warmth. Earthy olives, solemn browns, and bruised pur-
ples ground the aesthetic in introspection, while dusty blushes, soft taupes, and parchment-like neutrals introduce a sense of tender 
lightness. These tones feel aged, lived-in, and emotionally charged—like heirlooms or memory-stained textiles. The palette evokes the 
mood of a forgotten chapel, a weathered diary, a sacred interior. Its softness is never sweet; instead, it speaks of restraint, reverence, 
and raw intimacy. The overall e�ect is calming yet complex—an invitation to slow down, retreat inward, and dress with poetic inten-
tion.

@copparstadinterior1.png@inalevystudio 8.png

simplicity archives4.png@magdabutrym 5.png

SeaNewYork_25-26AW_002.jpg

Dark Olive
19-0516 TCX

Fig
19-1718 TCX

Khaki 
16-0726 TCX

Solemnity
19-0914 TCX

Roebuck
16-1221 TCX

Rose Smoke
14-1506 TCX

Peppercorn
18-1409 TCX

Snowfall
13-0607 TCX

theleoisallinthemind tumblr16.jpgHISTORIC HARNEY.jpeg
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SSANCTUM COLOR HARMONIES 

@elizavetaporodina3.png
Aknvas 50.jpg

PALETTE 1

PALETTE 2

PALETTE 3
@polene 3.png

Solemnity
19-0914 TCX

Peppercorn
18-1409 TCX

Rose Smoke
14-1506 TCX

Rose Smoke
14-1506 TCX

Snowfall
13-0607 TCX

Dark Olive
19-0516 TCX

Fig
19-1718 TCX

Solemnity
19-0914 TCX

Solemnity
19-0914 TCX
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WORN-IN LEATHERS

Halperin 25.jpg dior 26.jpg

BLUSH-TINTED CHIFFONS

chloe 6.jpg @shop.farmersdaughter 3.png

BARLEY-THERE GUIPURE

Alexander McQueen 5.jpg Aknvas 40.jpg

HISTORIC OPENWORKS

@fannyamandanilsson17.png @chemena 2.png

KEY MATERIALS & PRINTS

chloe 5.jpg
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ROMANTIC FLOUNCES

pinterest predicts8.jpg @hannaschonberg_3.jpg

MODEST CAPE SHOULDERS

@pakipaki.brand 2.png New York Streetstyle 44.jpg

KEY DETAILS

Blumarine 3.jpg

HARDWARE ROMANCE

_pinterest13.JPG Milano Streetstyle 94.jpg

BLACK/WHITE LACE CONTRASTS

Zimmermann 66.jpg Louis Vuitton 53.jpg
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LACE ARMWEAR

@rebelmag 13.png pinterest 7.jpg

DEMURE HEADSCARFS

eiko ai Bora Aksu 9.jpg

LACE COLLARS

@chylak.bags 4.png Wantanabe 8.jpg

LACE-UP BOOTS

alexander mcqueen 30.png Blumarine 96.jpg

KEY ACCESSORIES

Isabel Marant 39.jpg
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STRENDSTORY

@chylak.bags 1.png

@pakipaki.brand 4.png

@ariviere 3.png

DEMURE ROMANTICISM

New York Streetstyle 44.jpg

@fannyamandanilsson22.png

Altuzarra 19.jpg
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STRENDSTORY

@prohoda2.png

@momentsabloom 15.png

@hannaschonberg_2.jpg

MOTO BOHO

pinterest predicts21.jpg

chloe 5.jpg

@momentsabloom 14.png
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SAI-GENERATED

DEMURE ROMANTICISM MOTO BOHO
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@olgasokal 3.png

RE-HISTORICAL 
DARK HISTORY

“Re-Historical” evokes a surreal and 
sumptuous world where time collapses and 
the past is re-scripted with theatrical flair. The 
mood is rich with contradiction: opulence 
laced with satire, elegance haunted by decay, 
and pageantry tinged with rebellion. This 
trend doesn’t aim to revive history—it aims 
to reinterpret it, turning familiar symbols of 
aristocracy, ceremony, and myth into playful 

yet poignant statements.

Drawing from Renaissance art, court dress, 
and medieval rituals, the aesthetic is deeply 
narrative. Garments feel like characters—
poets, jesters, queens, and ghosts—stepping 
out of paintings and into the present with 
exaggerated silhouettes and a knowing smirk. 
There’s a sense of curated fantasy here, but 
also a commentary on power, gender, and 

the absurdity of tradition.

In a cultural climate yearning for depth and 
storytelling, “Re-Historical” o�ers a kind of 
fashion time-travel—where memory, fiction, 
and identity blur. It’s about reclaiming the 
drama of the past not to escape reality, but to 
reimagine it. The result is an aesthetic that’s 
both haunting and humorous, theatrical yet 
deeply personal. A renaissance of feeling, of 

costume, of myth—made modern.

@drepubblicait11.png

@lukeedwardhall11.png

MEDIEVAL FANTASY +90% OPERA HOUSE+70%



F
A

L
L

/
W

IN
T

E
R

 2
0

2
6

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 F

O
R

E
C

A
S

T
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

M
A

C
R

O
T

R
E

N
D

S
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 D

E
S

IG
N

 C
O

N
C

E
P

T
S

@olgasokal 2.png

@emceestudios4.png

etnodim.jpeg

@efimmero12.png

@matteocapirola.png

London Streetstyle 14.jpg

@alvarogracia6.png

@beninmadrid.jpeg

RE-HISTORICAL MOOD

HISTORICAL ECCENTRICITY - RENAISSANCE REBELS - DECADENT SATIRE - MINUET MODERNITY - MODERN RELIC 

ARCHIVAL ECHOES - MYTHMAKING - HISTORICAL RESONANCE - THEATRICAL STRUCTURE 
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RE-HISTORICAL COLORPALETTE

The Re-Historical color palette conjures a mood of baroque drama and romantic decay. Rooted in rich, time-worn hues, it blends deep 
purples, crimson reds, and shadowy neutrals with unexpected jolts of mustard and olive. The e�ect is evocative and theatrical—like 
candlelight flickering over velvet tapestries or a still life come to life. These tones feel ancestral yet uncanny, bridging the opulence of 
bygone eras with a surreal, modern edge. There’s a sense of slow beauty and deliberate intensity, where each shade adds to a narra-
tive of history reimagined. It’s moody, ornate, and saturated with emotional and symbolic depth.

@matteocapirola2.png@jbrekkie.png

@pa�laire9.png@lukeedwardhall3.png @drepubblicait11.png

Mohapatra 3.jpg

Rubiocondo
18-1563 TCX

Tibetan Red
19-1934 TCX

Chili Oil
18-1440 TCX

Outer Space
19-4009 TCX

Peat Moss
18-0428 TCX

Purple Pennant
19-3519 TCX

Prism Violet
19-3748 TCX

Sunflower
16-1054 TCX

@fuuckingyoung 2.png
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SRE-HISTORICAL COLOR HARMONIES 

Versace 42.jpg
pinterest__4.jpg

PALETTE 1

PALETTE 2

PALETTE 3
@lisasaysgah 5.png

Rubiocondo
18-1563 TCX

Prism Violet
19-3748 TCX

Sunflower
16-1054 TCX Tibetan Red

19-1934 TCX
Peat Moss
18-0428 TCX

Purple Pennant
19-3519 TCX

Tibetan Red
19-1934 TCX

Chili Oil
18-1440 TCX

Purple Pennant
19-3519 TCX
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HERMELIN

Alexander McQueen 23.jpg dior 74.jpg

MEDIEVAL MOTIFS

pinterest predicts91.jpg Burberry 68.png

HARLEKIN STRIPES

@efimmero9.png @laraaceliaa8.png

PLAYFUL GEOMETRICS

@olgasokal 8.png @efimmero10.png

KEY MATERIALS & PRINTS

Alexander McQueen 29.jpg
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RENAISSANCE BUSTIERS

Meruert Tongen 31.jpg pinterest__5.jpg

DRAMATIC POUFFS

@efimmero4.png @ renaissance_renaissance 5.png

MILITARY DRAMA

Paris Streetstyle 36.jpg rbi pigeon.jpeg

KEY DETAILS

Bite Studios1.png

EXTREME POET COLLARS

Marine Serre 8 Kopie.jpg onereps 11.png
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OPAQUE TIGHTS

@kat_in_nyc4.png @Ella Karberg5.png

HERITAGE FLATS

chloe 63.jpg Rag & Bone4.png

NOSFERATU RUFFS

@rebel.mag 18.png undercover 17.jpg

CHARACTER HATS

Rachel Comey 30.png @avelinn.jpg

KEY ACCESSORIES

Dolce & Gabbana 3.jpg
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ellakyndesen2.png

homeofhai2.png

@hoskelsa_5.jpg

MODERN SHAKESPEARE

@sofievollan4.png

_pinterest4.jpg

@recto 5.png
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@Olivia Hirst7.png

@emceestudios3.png

@leandramcohen12.png

MEDIEVALCORE

pinterest predicts59.jpg

@privea�air 2.png

@privea�air 13.png
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MODERN SHAKESPEARE MEDIEVALCORE
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elizavetaporodina11.png

SHADOW CIRCUIT
DARK HISTORY

“Shadow Circuit” embodies a darkly poetic 
vision for Fall/Winter 2026—a world where myth 
meets machine, and history’s ghosts are draped 
in armor. Rooted in gothic futurism and cast in 
the glow of ritualistic nostalgia, this trend blurs 
the line between concealment and revelation, 
past and possible future. It’s not about escapism, 
but confrontation—facing shadowy truths with 

elegance sharpened into edge.

The aesthetic channels a mood of strategic 
obscurity. Liquid metals, chainmail knits, heavy 
leathers, and sheer darks create a dialogue 
between defense and vulnerability, between 
touch and distance. Silhouettes recall medieval 
silhouettes reimagined through a futuristic lens: 
exaggerated high necks, sculptural corsetry, 
metallic fringe, and almost-helmet headwear. 
Jewelry resembles relics or runes—powerful, 

cryptic, and raw.

In a cultural moment oversaturated by algorithmic 
clarity and curated perfection, “Shadow Circuit” 
chooses mystique over transparency, ritual over 
trend. It’s a movement for those who don’t want 
to be decoded, but instead want to evoke. It taps 
into collective desires for protection, narrative, 
and the sacred—turning fashion into a kind of 
coded resistance. In this circuit of shadow, style 
becomes a form of storytelling—dark, rich, and 

deeply alive.

frances___o2.png

jan baszak.jpeg

DARK FANTASY +31% CASTLECORE +1000%
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SHADOW CIRCUIT MOOD

GOTHIC FUTURISM - SHADOWCORE - STRATEGIC OBSCURITY - LIQUID ARMOR - DARK MATTER - STEEL-TONED

HAUTE OBSCURITY - AFTERDARK - STEALTH OPULENCE - DARK APOLOGIA - DARK CULT - MEDIEVAL FUTURISM
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SSHADOW CIRCUIT COLORPALETTE

The Shadow Circuit color palette evokes a mood of quiet intensity and introspective power. Deep, inky hues like Black Beauty, Fig, and 
Outer Space ground the aesthetic in shadow, conjuring mystery, depth, and a sense of protective obscurity. Accents like Purple Pen-
nant and Solemnity add richness and regal melancholy, while Charcoal Gray and Abbey Stone provide balance with steely restraint. 
Papyrus, a pale neutral, introduces a faint glimmer of softness—like candlelight in a crypt. Together, these tones create a cinematic, 
emotionally charged atmosphere—elegant yet unsettling, futuristic yet ancient—mirroring the trend’s themes of ritual, resistance, and 
beautifully veiled strength.
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SSHADOW CIRCUIT COLOR HARMONIES 
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CHAINMAIL EFFECT KNITS

Christopher Esber46.jpg chloe.felopulos5.png

BARELY-THERE DARKS

Dilara FIndigoklu 12.jpg Ferragamo 23.jpg

ARMOR SEQUINS

Ermanno Scervino 9.jpg Dolce & Gabbana 79.jpg

KEY MATERIALS & PRINTS

Sacai 9.jpg

HEAVY LEATHERS

Gucci 80.jpg Sacai 31.jpg
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ECCENTRIC HIGH NECKS

Gabriele Colangelo 7.png@pap_magazine 4.png

METALLIC FRINGE

Jade Wade 28.jpg Rabanne 38.jpg

STURDY CORSETRY

Diesel 23.jpg simkhai.jpg

KEY DETAILS

Sportmax 5.jpg

EXTRA DEEP PLUNGING NECKS

Sportmax 11.jpg Monse 7.jpg
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HELMETS OR HATS

Rabanne 32.jpg di morabito

NEO KNIGHT JEWELS

@apocstore.jpg @sophiaperrass10.png

ELONGATED TOE PUMP

alexander mcqueen 22.png Victoria Beckham 5.jpg

CHAINMAIL SATCHELS

@atcherine1.png Giuseppe Di Morabito 33.jpg

KEY ACCESSORIES

Pasqualetti 28.jpg



F
A

L
L

/
W

IN
T

E
R

 2
0

2
6

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 F

O
R

E
C

A
S

T
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

M
A

C
R

O
T

R
E

N
D

S
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 D

E
S

IG
N

 C
O

N
C

E
P

T
S

TRENDSTORY
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SHARP SHADOW

Veronica Beard 4.jpg
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TRENDSTORY

frances___o1.png

chloe.felopulos7.png

pinterest__6.jpg

DARK KNIGHTS

pinterest predicts11.jpg

pinterest predicts106.jpg

rabane.jpeg
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SAI-GENERATED

SHARP SHADOW DARK KNIGHTS
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SDATA SOURCES & ICONS

AN ICONIC PRODUCT THAT IS 
A STABLE TREND OF LARGE 

MAGNITUDE WITH CONFIRMED 
COMMERCIAL SUCCESS

A CORE PRODUCT REPRESENTING 
A STEADILY GROWING TREND OF 

MODERATE MAGNITUDE WITH COM-
MERCIAL POTENTIAL

A STATEMENT PRODUCT WITH 
GROWING PERSPECTIVE BUT 
SMALLER MAGNITUDE AND

 HIGHER RISK

TREND 
MAGNITUDE

TREND BEHAVIOR

EDGY TREND
weak signal of a potential micro 

trend with very high risk 

EARLY SIGN
emerging trend with growing 
perspective but higher risk

SAFE TREND
announced trend with 

growing perspective and safe risk

STABLE TREND
trend that is already present in 

the market with flat growth

BIG TREND
trend with a big magnitude due to high 

commercial potential and quick adaption

LAST CALL
trend with decreasing perspective but 

still having business potential

MARKET

CONSUMER INTEREST

SOCIAL MEDIA

FASHION SHOWS

YEAR ON YEAR TREND
GROWTH ON E-COMMERCE

YEAR ON YEAR GROWTH OF 
ONLINE SEARCH VOLUMES

YEAR ON YEAR TREND
GROWTH ON INSTAGRAM

YEAR ON YEAR TREND 
GROWTH ON FASHION SHOWS

TREND 
GROWTH
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fy, create derivative works, transmit, 
or in any way exploit any such con-

tent, nor may you distribute any
part of this content over any net-

work, sell or o�er it for sale, or use 
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from copies of the content on any 

Livetrend report.

If you have further needs, please 
contact us via chat or at barbara@

livetrend.co
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